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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 159 


[Abstract:] Relative to 70 cent shortage in nickels. 


The Tama County Bank 
Gladbrook, Iowa. 
September 19, 1889 


Superintendent of U.S. Mint 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Dear Sir 


Your esteemed favor of Sept. 14th duly to hand and I note carefully what you say in 
regard to the 70-cent shortage in nickels sent me and which amount you state you enclose with 
your letter and which I beg to inform you was not enclosed that I could find when I opened your 
letter whether in money check or order. Now further in regard to the shortage I wish to state that 
I have all the sacks and can find no opening or rent in any of them except the top and they are all 
in good order the seal was also in good order when I received the coin and I still have the tag 
with your seal on same unbroken. The pennies were in two cloth sacks of $10= each and were 
found tied up in good shape and the amounts correct the nickel were put up in four paper 
envelopes and sealed at the end or rather stuck together and when I opened the sack I found one 
of the packages broken open and the nickels sealed through the sack the unbroken packages of 
nickels were found correct there being $5 = in each unbroken envelope but there were only $4.30 
in the broken package. The two cloth sacks of pennies and envelop of nickels were all together in 
a large cloth sack and that sack still enclosed in another cloth sack which I still have an they are 
sound in every respect, for all that I can see the two sacks were sewed through the top and all 
sealed in good order when they came into my possession for all that I could see. I cannot see why 
the one envelope of nickels should have been broken open when the other three were unbroken 
and in good order when I received them there surely must have been a mistake before the coins 
let the mint for I am always very careful to examine the seals of all money packages coming to 
me before receipting for them. 


The amount is small to do so much kicking about I am aware yet I believe in having all 
that belongs to a person rightly. 


Thanking you for your courteous reply I hope you can locate this mistake soon I am, 


Very Resp. Yours, 
Chas. A. Blossom, Pr. 


